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forming the foundation of the system of the muscles of
the lips. The orifice of the mouth, considered in con-
nection with this layer of muscles, is merely a long
narrow opening situated between its fasciculi; and yet
these fasciculi cannot be regarded as passing simply
upon either side of the opening, for we find that the
bundles of fibres interlace each other at the corners of
the mouth, and that some, which, if they proceeded
directly forwards, would run along the upper margin of
the lower lip, alter their course to the lower margin of
the upper lip, and in the same manner others, which
would run along the lower margin of the upper lip, cross
over to the upper margin of the lower lip. The two sets
of fasciculi, by intersecting each other in this manner,
give a more definite form to the lateral ends of the
orifice of the mouth.

Above this first layer of muscles lies another, in
which it is usual to distinguish two antagonistic systems,
one of which closes the orifice of the mouth and the
other opens it. The system of expanding muscles ra-
diates from all sides towards the orifice of the mouth, and
can draw back its margins in every direction. In opposi-
tion to this system we have that which closes the mouth,
an annular layer of muscle surrounding the orifice of
the mouth, which is known as the orbicularis oris;
the layer is, however, by no means a simple one, but is
unquestionably composed of different elements. For
the present, however, we will still regard this circular
layer as a simple annular muscle, and proceed to investi-
gate the radiating system of the expanding muscles of
the orifice of the mouth ; the modifications which must
be made in our conception of the closing muscle will
then be self-evident.

The muscles which act as expanders of the orifice